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SPHERES OF THE HEAVENS SPHERES OF EARTH

Celestial and Terrestrial Globes (16th-20th century)

28 September 2007 – 29 February 2008

Venice, Museo Correr

The first exhibition in Italy to be dedicated exclusively to the theme, this offers a fascinating insight into both the history of art and the history of science.

Curated by Marica Milanesi and Rudolf Schmidt, the exhibition includes some 142 works from the Museo Correr, the Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana and various prestigious private collections; one of these latter is the important collection put together by Rudolf Schmidt himself, a member of the Internationale Coronelli – Gesellschaft fuer Globen- und Instrumentenkunde (International Coronelli Society for the Study of Globes and Scientific Instruments).

One of the high points of the show is the result of an exceptional discovery made within the Correr collection by Marisa Milanesi: the world’s only extant mounted example of a rare and precious sixteenth-century globe by the cartographer Livio Sanudo (1520-1576), which had previously been thought to have been lost. However, the main focus of the event is the Venetian friar Vincezo Coronelli (1650-1718), who was a geographer, cartographer, inventor and publisher, as well as being one of the most famous globemakers of the seventeenth century. Both scientific instruments and wondrously-constructed machines, his globes would adorn the libraries of monasteries, scholars and sovereigns – usually in pairs (one a celestial, one a terrestrial globe).

The exhibition layout includes other extraordinary examples of such globes, together with printed works and various scientific devices. It is further enhanced by the presence of multi-media material produced in collaboration with the CIRCE-IUAV (the software laboratories of Venice’s University Faculty of Architecture).

The show is being held in concomitance with the 11th Symposium of the Internationale Coronelli – Gesellschaft fuer Globen-und Instrumentenkunde (Venice, Ateneo Veneto, 28/29 September 2007).

Edited by Marica Milanesi and Rudolf Schmidt, the catalogue is published by Electa and has texts by Gianndomenico Romanelli, Marica Milanesi, Rudolf Schmidt and Camillo Tonini.

What is a globe? A depiction of the earth or the heavens by means of a painted or printed spherical surface. The history of such depictions - from Babylonian calendars to armillaries - is closely bound up with the history of astronomy, from its earliest days to Greek cosmology, Ptolemaic theory and the dawn of the Modern Age. The earliest terrestrial globe we have dates from 1492, which would itself prove to be a year of epoch-making discoveries. Whilst that work is still based on notions and beliefs to be found in the world of Classical Antiquity, thereafter every voyage of exploration would bring with it new knowledge of the world. Meanwhile, figures such as Copernicus (1473-1543), Kepler (1571-1630), Galileo (1564-1642) and Newton (1643-1727) would make their contribution to a debate of cosmological themes that marked the  beginning of modern scientific thought.

This period was also the beginning of a Golden Age for the production of terrestrial globes. First in Holland – thanks to the great printers and publishers, Hondius and Blaeu – then in Germany, Italy, France and England, both terrestrial and celestial globes became of increasing importance during the course of the seventeenth century. From being practical aids to study and teaching, these spheres became richly-ornamented objects. Famous painters and engravers depicted the constellations on celestial globes, with decorated scrolls being used to fill in the as-yet unexplored areas of the world. Elaborate spheres in precious metals adorned the Wunderkammern of the day, whilst globes of notable size were also produced. If Vincenzo Coronelli is the most famous spherographer of the seventeenth century, the tendency for the globe to be treated as a work of art would continue right up into the nineteenth century. All of this is covered in a exhibition laid out in sections that provide chronological illustration of specific themes.

Vincenzo Coronelli 1650- 1718

Geographer, cartographer, inventor and printer, the Venetian friar Vicenza Coronelli can justly be considered one of the most famous globemakers of the 17th century: the globes he created in 1683 for Louis XIV’s palace at Versailles quickly attracted attention as the largest such objects even produced.

Coronelli himself lived most of his life in Venice, at the monastery of Santa Maria Gloriosa dei Frari, where he founded the Accademia degli Argonauti, considered to be one of the oldest geographical societies in the world.

An untiring writer and publisher, in 1690 Coronelli published his Atlante Veneto (including the famous ‘Book of Globes’), which is considered the first atlas to have been produced in Italy. Official cosmographer to the Venetian Republic, Coronelli also combined cartography with work on the first ‘modern-style’ encyclopaedia of geography, unfortunately left unfinished.
Livio Sanudo

This cartographer and maker of scientific instruments would – together with his brother Giulio, an engraver – create some of the most important geographical works produced in Venice during the second half of the sixteenth century. These included the 1588 Geografia della Africa (an atlas in 12 parts) and a terrestrial globe of the sizeable diameter of 68.5cm. Until recently, this latter work was known to us solely through a series of printed lunes. During research in preparation for this exhibition a unique discover was made within the Correr collection: the only known example of these lunes mounted as a globe. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Venue: Museo Correr, Venice, St. Mark’s Square

Official opening: thursday 27 September 2007
Opening to the public: from September 28, 2007 to February 29, 2008
Opening hours: 9am/7pm (ticket office 9am/6pm) until 31.X; from 1.XI 9am/5pm (ticket office 9am/4pm)
Admission

With the Museums of St. Mark’s ticket
Until 31 October

SAN MARCO PLUS

THE MUSEUMS OF ST MARK'S SQUARE + 1 other of the museums run by Musei Civici Veneziani
Full price 13,00 euro (12+1)
Reductions 7,50 euro (6,50+1) 

E.U. children aged 6 to 14; escorts (max. 2) for groups of children; E.U. students* aged 15 to 29; escorts (max. 2) for groups of students; E.U. citizens over 65; staff* of the Ministero per i Beni e le Attività Culturali; holders of the "Rolling Venice Card"

From 1 November

Full price 12,00 euro 

Reductions 6,50 euro

Family Offer
Museum Pass/Musei Civici Veneziani and The Museums of St.Mark's Square
For families of two adults and at least two children: one ticket full price, the others reduced.

School Offer (valid from 1 September to 1 March)

The Museums of St.Mark's Square: 5 euro per person

Museum Pass: 10 euro per person
For classes of pupils from all levels of schools accompanied by their teachers; a list of names must be supplied by the school

Free entrance
Venetian residents; children aged 0-5; disabled people with escort; authorised guides; interpreters accompanying groups; group-leaders (groups of at least 21 people with prior bookings); I.C.O.M. members.

*identification required
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